
1 
 

 
 

Summer Newsletter July 2020 
 

Hello everyone! I have just been re-reading our last newsletter which went out in March – 
what a lot of water has gone under the bridge since then! With lockdown, everything 
suddenly came to an abrupt standstill and all we had planned for the summer was completely 
wiped out! Hopefully you have all been keeping safe and well and your interest stimulated by 
all the online activities that TREC GB and others have been running. 

Events and Training 
Although all our summer events have been cancelled, we are beginning to organize our winter 
programme and some low key activities, following the lifting of some restrictions and in 
accordance with TREC GB’s guidance (see below). Here are some dates for your diary. As more 
are added they will be announced via the usual channels of our web site and our Facebook 
page. 
 
Wessex TREC events: 
 

DATE EVENT VENUE CONTACT / MORE INFO 

Sunday 2nd 
August 

Summer Arena 
TREC 

Breach Lane 
Equestrian, 
Wootton Bassett 

Mark Shire 
(shiremark43@gmail.com)  

Saturday 15th 
August  

TREC PTV Training RDA Cheltenham, 
Cheltenham 
Racecourse 

Sheila Jones 
(sheilajones95@outlook.com)  

Sunday 23rd 
August 

Practice POR Level 
1 and Level 2A 

Frocester Chris Massey, 
(wessexchair@gmail.com)  

Saturday 5th 
September  

TREC PTV Training - 
Provisional 

RDA Cheltenham, 
Cheltenham 
Racecourse 

Sheila Jones 
(sheilajones95@outlook.com)  

Sunday 6th 
September  

Winter Arena TREC 
– first winter 
qualifier 

Oxleaze Farm 
Woolstone, 
Faringdon SN7 
7QS 

Mark Shire 
(shiremark43@gmail.com) 

Saturday 24th 
October 

TREC PTV Training Breach Lane 
Equestrian 
Wootton Bassett 

Michelle Bowe 
(bowemichelle5@gmail.com)  

Date TBC Judges’ Training Bampton, Oxon? Zara Lawlor 
(zara@lawlors.org.uk)  
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Other events of interest organized by Wessex TREC members: 
 

DATE EVENT VENUE CONTACT / MORE INFO 

Saturdays 18th July 
and August 22nd  

Bibury/Ablington 
15k fun ride 
(Sharon Petchey) 

Bibury Farm, 
Bibury 

www.arlingtonbaptist.org
.uk 

25th/26th July and 
15th/16th August 

Bibury Endurance 
rides 
 
(Angela Percival) 

Disused aerodrome 
north of Ablington, 
Gloucestershire, 
GL7 5NX 

https://www.cotswolden
durance.com/endurance-
information-day 

Various dates – see 
web site 

Horse agility 
training  
(Sheila Jones) 

Cotswold RDA 
Centre, 
Cheltenham 
Racecourse 

https://www.sheilajonese
quine.com/events.html  

AGM 
The date for our Annual General Meeting has been set for Saturday 10th October. What 
format this takes and whether it will be virtual or social will depend on government 
guidelines at the time! 

TREC GB News 
Framework for Re-starting Events 
During lockdown, the Trustees have been working hard to prepare for a return to normality. 
and now have plans in place to ensure events are Covid compliant. The Framework for 
Restarting Events has been updated, a good Risk Assessment template is in place and a 
Protocol for Training and Competitions available to support organisers. 
The Framework has just entered phase 3A, where small local events are permitted - including 
the use of indoor schools and covered arenas - subject to some restrictions. Wessex TREC will 
be following the guidelines set out at each stage of the relaxation period. 
 
2020 Championships 
Because the 2020 Championships have had to be cancelled, those who qualified will 
automatically be eligible for 2021. NOTE: You will need to be a member of TREC GB to take 
part. 
 
Online auction 
Following the great success of the quizzes, TREC GB is running an online Auction of Promises, 
items and exciting experiences for members and friends. This will run from 6pm Saturday 
18th July, until 9pm on Sunday 26th July on a dedicated page on Facebook. Lots include B&B 
and livery for your horse, a week's full livery and schooling, entries to TREC competitions, 
training sessions, and lots more. If anyone would like to donate an item, (value £20 plus) 
Please email Dot Still, still.dorothy@gmail.com or Amanda Marfleet, 
minkarapark@hotmail.com.  

Equipment recommendations – Map cases 
A recent request on our Facebook page for advice on the best map case to use generated a 
lot of comments. For those of you who missed it, a favourite was Ortlieb 
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(https://www.ortlieb.com/uk/map-case+D19). Other makes mentioned were Silva and Lomo. 
Or you could just use a sealable freezer bag, someone suggested!  

Variations on a TREC theme (South East Version) - TREC 10/10    
(Extract from the latest TREC GB Newsletter, by Jenny Snowden.) 
The 10/10 is really like a full Summer TREC, but on a smaller scale. It is always a one 
day competition and has all 3 phases, plus a little extra bit to keep our brains active.   
The MA is usually 100m long and often kept as simple as possible if the venue can allow it.   
The PTV has just 10 obstacles, instead of the usual 16 and they can be any obstacles that are 
usually used from the Rulebook, plus up to 2 “local” obstacles.   
The POR is up to 10km and is usually kept as simple as possible unless there are more 
advanced classes, for instance Novice is kept simple, while Intermediate might have a couple 
of difficulties put in and an Open class would certainly not be easy!   
In addition, there can be 10 map related questions, usually on a sheet which you would take 
with you and answer on your way round the POR. These encourage people to be more aware 
of their surroundings and can also act instead of checkpoints or tickets.   
Organising a 10/10 is much simpler than organising a full TREC as it is shorter. Obviously, 
permission must still be given by landowners, but for me, my major headache is finding 
enough judges to cover a full event and for a 10/10, you would only need, as a minimum, 2 
people for the MA. 10 people for the PTV, less if people are able to judge more than one 
obstacle, and Map Room, Equipment Check/Starter and Finish Checkpoint judges for the POR, 
plus any checkpoints that you wish to place.     

New members 
Welcome to one new member who has joined since the last newsletter: 
Sally Leckenby 

Wessex TREC Merchandise  
If you want a wardrobe refresh, Wessex TREC merchandise is still available from JS 
Teamwear: https://www.jsteamwear.co.uk/shop/equestrian-groups-and-societies/wessex-
trec/ . 
 
 
Finally – I look forward to seeing you all again at an event soon! 
 
Fran Huckle 
Membership Secretary 
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